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MRS. BRENDA MARLEY 

Mary Kay McMillin Early Childhood Center - Reading Specialist 

 

Brenda Marley has been employed as a Reading Specialist at Mary Kay McMillin Early 

Childhood Center since September 2002.  She came to the Berkeley Heights Public Schools after 

having taught Kindergarten and First Grade Learning and/or Language Disabilities classes in the 

Franklin Township School District for eight years. 

“Brenda Marley characterizes the most essential qualities of an exemplary teacher: passion, 

motivation, leadership, and just the right amount of bossy,” explained Anne Corley-Hand, 

Principal of the Early Childhood Center.  “She actively seeks innovation, is passionate in her quest 

to improve student learning, and possesses an unabashed willingness to take risks to find and adopt 

new approaches to enhance teaching effectiveness.” 

In her role as Reading Specialist, Mrs. Marley has been commended for serving as a resource 

person, adviser, in-service leader, investigator, diagnostician, instructor evaluator, and remedial 

teacher.  She has been instrumental in implementing a tiered system of supports and for addressing 

the diverse needs of the students at the McMillin school.  In addition. Brenda has served as a 

workshop presenter for the New Jersey Association of School Administrators and has conducted 

many professional development sessions for her colleagues on numerous literacy-related topics.  

Mrs. Marley earned her Bachelor of Arts Degree in Sociology with a Concentration in Special 

Education from Douglass College of Rutgers, The State University; and she received her Master 

of Education Degree in Reading from the Rutgers Graduate School of Education. 

“Whether Brenda is working with young children or providing professional development 

workshops for her colleagues, she ensures that her ‘students’ experience success by challenging 

their abilities in order to foster as much growth and development as possible,” Mrs. Corley-Hand 

added. “She is well-liked and respected by staff and makes herself available to colleagues as a 

mentor and guide in those areas in which she has expertise.  She is most deserving of this honor.”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



MR. MATTHEW MADURA  

Thomas P. Hughes School - Grade 4 Teacher 

 

Matt Madura has been a mainstay in Grade 4 classes at Thomas P. Hughes School since his 

arrival in the Berkeley Heights School District in September 2000, consistently displaying an 

infectious enthusiasm for teaching while always advocating for the students in his classes. 

 

“I was not surprised that we were inundated with letters of nomination for Mr. Madura this 

year!” said Jessica Nardi, Principal of Thomas P. Hughes School.  “His unique teaching style is 

engaging and straightforward, and the students immediately feel connected to him.” 

 

Over the years, Mr. Madura has been commended for holding his students to a high standard 

while providing the structure for them to meet his expectations.  He demonstrates proficiency 

with technology as his Promethean Board is used effectively throughout the school day, and he 

works hard to differentiate work as per the needs of students and seeks assistance in obtaining 

supplemental services for his students when needed. 

 

A graduate of Governor Livingston High School and the Berkeley Heights Public Schools, Matt 

earned his Bachelor of Science Degree in Interdisciplinary Studies from Old Dominion 

University and he completed his teacher certification coursework through Kean University.  

Outside of the classroom, Mr. Madura has served as a member of the district’s Social Studies 

Curriculum Committee and Affirmative Action Committee; as a PTO Representative; and as a 

participant in the Berkeley Heights Education Foundation Basketball Game.  In addition, Matt 

was chosen as Teacher of the Year at Thomas P. Hughes School for the 2004-2005 school 

year.    

 

“Mr. Madura can frequently be found helping his students sort out social issues, and he is an 

outstanding communicator who is well-known for his informative daily e-mails to parents,” said 

Mrs. Nardi.  “Students are always excited on move-up day when they find out they will have the 

‘man teacher’ - as he is often referred to by his incoming students!” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



MS. MARILYN MERRILL         

Mountain Park School - Media Specialist/Librarian 

 

Marilyn Merrill started her employment in the Berkeley Heights Public Schools in September 

1997 as a Media Specialist/Librarian at Mountain Park School.  She came to Berkeley Heights 

after having worked as a Teacher-Librarian in the Hillside School District for 19 years.  Since 

September 2011, Marilyn has served as the Media Specialist at both Mountain Park and William 

Woodruff schools where she continues to foster a love for books and reading among the students 

in both buildings. 

 

“Mrs. Merrill brings superhuman energy to all activities and instruction that take place in the 

Instructional Media Center of our school,” explained Jon Morisseau, Principal of Mountain Park 

School.  “Her creativity and enthusiasm are contagious.” 

 

During the course of her career, Marilyn has been lauded for her remarkable knowledge of what 

students really like to read.  She has a tremendous respect for her student’s opinions, and she 

works to assist each child in finding books based on their interests and level of reading ability.  

 

Ms. Merrill devotes a good deal of her time in the Media Center to projects and activities that 

enrich and expand the concepts being presented in the classrooms.  She has written successful 

proposals for several Berkeley Heights Education Foundation Grants, which has provided 

Mountain Park and Woodruff students an opportunity to hear from and meet authors, Holocaust 

speakers, and professionals from various fields – all of which have greatly enhanced their 

educational experiences.   

 

The 2002-2003 Teacher of the Year at Mountain Park School, Marilyn earned her Bachelor of 

Arts Degree in Teacher Librarian/Elementary Level as well as her Master of Arts Degree in 

Language Arts/Social Studies Education from Kean University.  Outside of the classroom, Ms. 

Merrill has served as faculty advisor to the Student Council, Computer Club and Cross-Stitch 

Club, as well as being the organizer of the school’s Charity Day and Lunch Library Program. 

 

“Marilyn goes to great extremes to provide enrichment opportunities for all students through a 

wide variety of activities,” continued Mr. Morisseau.  “Her dedication to and love for teaching 

are always evident, and she is always willing to help out any colleague who is in need of 

resources or creative advice.”   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



MR. JOSEPH REEL  

William Woodruff School - Teacher of Special Education 

 

Just a few months after earning his Bachelor of Science Degree in Special Education from 

Miami University, Joe Reel started working in the Berkeley Heights during the 2010-2011 

school year as a Paraprofessional at William Woodruff School and Assistant Boys Basketball 

Coach at Governor Livingston High School. 

 

The following school year, Mr. Reel was appointed to a Teacher of Special Education – 

Resource Room/Inclusion position at Woodruff School.  Joe has continued to serve in this role 

for the past eight years, in addition to teaching several classes at Mountain Park School. 

 

“Mr. Reel is an outstanding teacher who possesses a deep desire to teach, an understanding of 

children, a high level of energy, and an inner determination that ensures that each of his students 

learn the lessons of school and life,” explained Patricia Gasparini, Principal of William 

Woodruff School.  “He instinctively knows that the first and most important step in teaching is to 

build a rapport with the students based on respect, support, and building a community 

environment to take risks.  Woodruff is proud to recognize Mr. Reel as Woodruff’s Teacher of 

the Year!” 

 

Outside of the classroom, Mr. Reel has served as faculty advisor to the Writing Club and Happy 

Feet Club at Woodruff, in addition to being a member of the district’s Council on Instruction and 

the AED, CPR, Code Red, and Evacuation teams at his school.  Joe has also been an Assistant 

Coach for the Girls Tennis and Boys Basketball teams at Governor Livingston, and he 

introduced the Basketball Coaches vs. Cancer fundraising initiative to GLHS.  In addition, Mr. 

Reel is always willing to share his talents taking pictures, singing, or even kissing a pig during a 

special Student Council fundraiser, or giving of his time to support a PTO Dunk Tank event. 

 

“Mr. Reel is a coach at heart,” Ms. Gasparini continued.  “He coaches his students through 

learning by taking small steps at a time, gaining footing, and then building on them while always 

nurturing confidence.  He believes every student can learn and it is his job to find the key that 

unlocks the door.  His excitement, energy, and enthusiasm permeate every lesson.  His demeanor 

is calm and collected, coupled with a flair that can spark excitement at any moment.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



MRS. DONNA BOKACH        

Columbia Middle School - Teacher of Grade 6/Social Studies 

 

Donna Bokach has taught Sixth Grade Social Studies and Language Arts classes at Columbia 

Middle School since September 1994.  She arrived in Berkeley Heights after having taught 

Grade 6 for one year in the School District of Philadelphia; in the years since Mrs. Bokach has 

established herself as a dynamic classroom teacher and respected voice on the middle school 

staff. 

 

“The entire Sixth Grade team of teachers considers Donna Bokach as a mentor that they feel 

lucky to work with,” said Frank Geiger, Principal of Columbia Middle School. “She is a master 

teacher who is a tireless advocate for her students and she works hard to integrate a variety of 

student-centered instructional techniques into her practice.” 

 

Mrs. Bokach has been commended for the tremendous amount of thought that she puts into the 

development of her classroom lessons, and that she is a tremendous resource to her district 

supervisor for the design of Social Studies instruction at the middle school.  Her enthusiasm and 

creativity make the subject matter easier to learn for the girls and boys in her classes, and 

Donna’s thorough approach and positive attitude help to ensure that all of her students 

understand the material being taught.   

 

Mrs. Bokach, who has taught Social Studies exclusively over the past few years, earned her 

Bachelor of Arts Degree in Psychology from Lehigh University and she received her Master of 

Education Degree in Elementary Education from the University of Pennsylvania.  She has been 

an active and involved member of the Columbia Middle School community during her career, 

ranging from her work on student writing exemplars and contributions to the Literary Lunch 

program and Textbook Review Committee, through her serving as faculty advisor to the Student 

Government, Newspaper Club, Writing Club, and Intramural Volleyball. 

 

“Donna’s lessons make learning Social Studies fun and memorable,” added Mr. Geiger. “She 

brings a broad array of instructional strategies to her classroom.  During their study of 

Geography units, it is common to hear students brag that they have learned many details about 

nations throughout the world, can properly pronounce the names of each country, and can find 

those nations on unmarked map as well.  Mrs. Bokach gets her students excited about Social 

Studies.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



MR. DANIEL GUYTON  

Governor Livingston High School - Teacher of Technology Education 

 

Dan Guyton began his employment in the Berkeley Heights Public Schools in the Fall of 2002, 

when he was hired as an Assistant Football Coach at Governor Livingston High School while he 

was completing his student teaching experience at Bernards High School.  The following 

September, Mr. Guyton was appointed to his current position as a Teacher of Technology 

Education/Industrial Arts at GL, and he has taught a wide variety of diverse courses at his Alma 

Mater in the 16 years since joining the faculty. 

 

“Mr. Guyton is a talented educator who demonstrates his passion for his students and his content 

on a daily basis,” said Robert Nixon, Principal of Governor Livingston High School.  “As a 

teacher of elective courses who also happens to be the head coach of three varsity sports teams, 

there may not be a staff member at GL who has the opportunity to positively influence more 

young adults than he does. Through his actions, Dan demonstrates that he not only accepts this 

responsibility, but cherishes it.” 

 

Dan earned his Bachelor of Science Degree in Technology Education and received his Master of 

Education Degree in Instruction, both from The College of New Jersey.  During the course of the 

current school year, Mr. Guyton has provided instruction in the following courses: Introduction 

to Electronics, Introduction to Technology, Fine Metalworking, Introduction to Computer 

Assisted Drafting and Design (CADD), Advanced CADD, and Project Connect (PC) Industrial 

Arts.  In addition, as a member of the PC team, he helps to facilitate small group and whole 

group inter-disciplinary Project Connect Connections.   

Mr. Guyton is currently serving as the Head Coach of the Governor Livingston Football, Indoor 

Track, and Outdoor Track teams, having taken over responsibility for all three programs during 

the past six years after serving as an assistant coach since arriving at GL.  His hard work with 

Highlander student-athletes over the years has resulted in many competitive successes for both 

the teams and individuals he has coached. 

 

“In the classroom, Mr. Guyton engages his students in real-world challenges where they use the 

engineering design process to create and evaluate solutions,” Mr. Nixon added.  “Furthermore, 

he continues to update and revise the challenges for students to incorporate new and emerging 

technology. While many of his classroom students and student-athletes have achieved great 

success, it is the positive example that Dan sets for all of them as a role model that has helped 

them to become impressive young adults.” 

 

 

 


